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NOTES AND QUERIES. 


Every Saturday I have prepared two little exam. nation papers of six 
•questions, leaving spaces on the same paper for the answers (whtch mig ht 
he filled in at the children’s dictation by some big person), to be done by 
.each child on the Sunday morning. These papers gave the greatest 
stimulus to the lessons, and 1 am often surprised at the little peoples know- 
ledee If on any Sunday the papers do not appear, disappointment is felt. 
In various church seasons we take up the special subjects, and, in between, 
have learnt much about the Old Testament. Lately we had the order for 
Morning Service, that they might follow it with greater interest. When I 
thought they could find all their “ places,” I chose out one special Sunday, 
living them its title and the day of the month, and instead of an examination 
pa pei” bade them select a suitable opening text, find Psalms, Lessons, 
Collect, and choose their favourite hymns, or those appropriate to the day ; 
finally, choosing a text for the sermon. They were much interested. 


I should be so glad if any of your readers could kindly give names of a 
few useful, well-written story-books for young children (under seven or 
eight) in the next number of the Parents' Review. I find that the usual 
story-books sold for children are full of useless matter, and written for no 
object but to give passing amusement to the children. I have read carefully 
all the titles given of children’s books in the Parents' Review since the first 
number, but they mostly seem books for children over eight. Hardly any- 
one so far has given names of useful story-books for young children of six 
and seven years, excepting perhaps “E. V.”in “By the Way” of September, 
1890, who mentions a little story, “Little Christian on his Pilgrimage,” and 
the foes (Temper, Peevishness, &c.) he slew. This was in “ Sunday,” 18S6, 
and perhaps not to be got now. This sort of story, told in a simple, 
interesting way, would be practically useful. 1 so fully agree with the advice 
given in different parts of the Parents' Review, to avoid addling and 
puzzling the children by giving them a number of useless, tawdry story- 
books. The abundance of this sort of literature, added to a number of 
useless toys, is to blame for all the “ wool-gathering ” brains. J . P. P. 


1 want to ask your advice on another question. I wish to improve myself 

with a view to the children’s older requirements. 1 am surrounded by ever- 
recurring trivial duties. We seldom see a new book or meet an educated 
person in our wild parish, and the days slip by, and I am tired with the daily 
round when my only time of leisure, the evening, comes. I know unless 
1 can make a great effort I shall gradually lose all power of enjoying or 
even comprehending anything more improving than the daily paper, and 1 
shall see myself at the very time when my girls and boys will need an 
intellectual companion quite left behind, and only fit for the drudgery that 
■can be made to fill all the mind and energies of mothers in our position. 

I * w 1 * * * S t me ; a a P a "’ " back “ r0Und w <>rk upon for myself, some 
advice what to read and how to read it I fppl ii- * . , . . 

along a difficult path. ’ “ W ° Uld Start me and bel P™ e 

[ A e have a scheme in view which will, we hope, meet the needs of our 
•conespondent and others like her.— E d.] 


BY THE WAY- 


nurses. 

‘ It is clear to any judicious and thoughtful person that the most important 
■age of Christian nurture is the first; that age which we have called 'the 
age of impressions just that age in which the duties and cares of a really 
Christian nurture are so commonly postponed, or assumed to have not yet 
arrived. 

u I have no scales to measure quantities of effect in this matter of early 
training, but I may be allowed to express my solemn conviction that more, 
as a general fact, is done, or lost by neglect of doing, on a child’s immorality 
in the first three years of his life than in all his years of discipline after- 
wards. 

“ . . Let every Christian father and mother understand, when the 

child is three years old, that they have done more than half of all they will 
ever do for his character. 

“ . . It will readily occur to you that irreparable damage may be and 

must often be done by the self-indulgence of those parents who place their 
children mostly in the charge of nurses and attendants for just those years 
of their life in which the greatest and most absolute effects are to be wrought 
in their character. The lightness that prevails on this point is really 
astonishing. Many parents do not even take pains to know anything about 
the tempers, the truthfulness, the character generally of the nurses to whom 
their children are thus confidingly trusted. No matter, the child is ‘ too young’ 
to be poisoned or at all hurt by their influence. And so they give over to 
these faithless and often cruelly false hirelings of the nursery, to be always 
with them, under their power, associated with their persons, handled by their 
roughness, and imprinted day and night by the coarse bad sentiments of 
their voices and faces, these helpless, hapless beings whom they call their 
children, and think they are really making much of, in the instituting of a 

nursery for them and their keeping. , , 

« Such a mother ought to see that she is making much more of herself 
than of her child. This whole scheme of nurture is a scheme of se - 
indulgence. Now is the tune when her httleje most ne«s 

cMd’s ea eter e nit7pleads most entreatingly for the benefit of her motherly 

charge and presence. „ d b the thoug ht of having her 

“What mother would not be dism ^yeaoy^ and c forward int0 life 

family grow up into the sentiments ’ And ye t how often is this 

as being in the succession to her character . 

most exactly what she has provided for. in an invaluable book, 

aSZn ZZe^tT Published Richard Dickinson, * Farringdon 
Street, London.) f ^ ^ adequate l y understood or conceived 


u There is no creature of 

thi * - 1 know not anything more sad to tliinl 
children ”- t „, ,»im A ’»«*«. PP- 


nk of than the cruelties put upon 
From a Mothers Rote Z-W'-Vera. 


